
W hat a fantasƟc beginning to 
the new year for LUMC! In 
the book of Hebrews, the 

author writes: "And let us consider how 
to sƟr up one another to love and good 
works, not neglecƟng to meet together, 
as is the habit of some, but encouraging 
one another, and all the more as you see 
the day drawing near." (Hebrews 10:24-
25) 

Youth Group: In the spirit of fellowship-
ping with other believers, we have seen 
some miraculous things taking place. For 
instance, our youth group ex-
pansion has been going 
"Well," (pun intended). A liƩle 
over a month ago we started 
the junior high group with two 
youth. Each Sunday we have 
had addiƟons through youth 
inviƟng other youth. This last 
Sunday we had seven youths! 
Talk about enthusiasm for fel-
lowship and sharing faith. That is 250% 
growth in a very short Ɵme!! Imagine if 
all of us in the church became as invita-
Ɵonal as our youth. If you know any 
middle schoolers who would enjoy 
youth, send them our way. 

Youth Fun: Speaking of youth and fel-
lowship, we have decided that the 1st 
Sunday night each month is laser tag/
pizza night. We had our first laser tag 

night this last Sunday. All nine of us had 
a blast; yes, youth leaders joined in the 
fun! 

How can you support "The Well" Youth 
Group? 

Volunteer: As the youth grows, we will 
be in need of addiƟonal youth leaders. 
Those whose youthful hearts desire to 
educate our next generaƟon of disciples 
are invited to join us each Sunday even-
ing at 6 p.m. Through prayer, teaching, 
and play, our youths hearts, minds, and 

souls grow to love God and each 
other. Thank you to those who 
have been supporƟng through can-
dy donaƟons and food. The youth 
enjoy their treats!! 

FYI: We will not be having youth 
next Sunday due to the Super 
Bowl. Go Chiefs!! 

ConfirmaƟon: I am also excited to 
announce that we are collaboraƟng with 
Waverly UMC to hold a ConfirmaƟon 
class. We have seven youths from LUMC 
already signed up to aƩend and two 
youths from Waverly. It is amazing what 
we can do when we come together in 
the spirit of God. If you are interested in 
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Let us be encouraged by each other’s faith 

“That is, that we 
may be mutually 

encouraged by 
each other's faith, 

both yours and 
mine.”   

~ Romans 1:12 





Scout day at Lexington UMC 

Scout troops 318 and 611 and packs 440 
and 318 joined us for worship on February 
2nd, which was Scout Day. Scouts helped 
us as ushers, greeters and in serving 
communion (Cooper Davis). They 
presented the colors, recited the Pledge of 
Allegiance and the Scout oath. Center 
photo is Scout Landon from troop 318 
who greeted congregants. Above right, 
the Scouts reƟred the colors at the end of 
the service. 

Below: Donna Slusher presented 
Children’s Moment on Feb. 2nd relaƟng to 
the story of Jonah and the Whale. 

Above: Our District Superintendent, Dr. Mi 
Hyeon Lee, leŌ, talks about a chart on the church 
life cycle during the Charge Conference that took 
place January 21st at Marshall UMC. Pastor 
Andrew, David & Cheryl Cooley and Liz Johnson 
aƩended the Charge Conference. 
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Time to update your contact information 

As we begin a new year here at Lexington UMC, I am asking for 
updates to your contact informaƟon. 
If you are not receiving our weekly emails, then I don’t have your 
correct email address.  
If you have moved within the last 1-2 years, please let us know your 
new and correct mailing address. 
If you have changed your phone number or goƩen rid of a landline, 
please let us know your correct phone/cellphone number. Please 
contact Liz Johnson to update: secretary@lexmoumc.org or 660-
259-2483. 

January 2024  
January Offering:  $  8,077.50 
Reimbursements:  $  4,389.13 
Avg Expenses:                     -$13,641.00  
Total                 -$  1,174.37 
*Avg. Expenses 2025 $  13,641.00 (per month) 
 

Teri James: Treasurer 
Liz Johnson: Finance Secretary 
Sharol McMullin: Finance Chair 
Sarah Black: 2025 Council Chair 
Jim MarƟn: 2025 PPR Chair 
Pastor: Rev. Andrew Sanders 

“Whoever has a bounƟful eye will be blessed, for he 
shares his bread with the poor.”   ~ Proverbs 22:9  

Note: We reached the funds needed for our parking 
lot! Thank you to everyone who contributed! 
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  Sunday, February 9, 2025  

 

Scripture Reading: Luke 5:1-11 
 

A work of art was once a work in progress. –Adele Leon 
 

 
 

 

he Galleria dell'Accademia di Firenze is the famous museum in Florence, Italy, where one 

can see Michelangelo’s magnificent David. But the gallery is also home to four statues 

almost equal in fame — the Four Prisoners, also known as the Four Slaves. They were to be a 

part of the tomb of Pope Julius II, but they were unfinished. They seem to be half-born from the 

marble with which the sculptor was working. Scholars have given names: “The Awakening 

Slave,” “The Young Slave,” “The Bearded Slave,” and “The Atlas (or Bound Slave).” 

According to the gallery website, “they are some of the finest examples of Michelangelo’s 

habitual working practice, referred to as non-finito (or incomplete), magnificent illustrations of 

the difficulty of the artist in carving out the figure from the block of marble and emblematic of 

the struggle of man to free the spirit from matter.” 

It wasn’t Michelangelo, but a renowned sculptor was once asked about his method for 

creating beautiful and lifelike statues. He replied, “When I look at a block of marble, I see the 

finished piece of art within it. All I have to do is chip away the excess stone to reveal the 

masterpiece inside.” 

The sculptor was then asked how he could envision such beauty in a rough block of marble. 

He answered, “I see the potential within the stone, not its current state. I know that with time, 

effort and patience, I can bring that potential to life.” 

In a way, we, too, are non-finito works of art in the hands of the Artist. In the hands of God, 

we are unfinished and incomplete, but growing toward splendor. God sees the potential within 

each of us. Jeremiah 18:1-6 tells the story of the potter and the clay, reminding us of God’s 

sovereign ability to shape and transform us.  

Though we may feel like unformed blocks of marble, God is at work, chipping away our 

rough edges, molding us, and shaping us into divine masterpieces. Our role is to remain pliable 

and open to God’s transformative work, trusting that God knows what is best for us. 

                                           —Timothy Merrill 
 

Prayer: Creative God, you know what you want to make of me. Help me to be amenable to your 

touch, your paintbrush, your chisel, your design. May I be a work of art that brings glory to 

your name. Amen. 

T 
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 Activity Page     

Week of February 9, 2025 
 

 
 

 
Daily Bible Readings 
Sunday: Exodus 1-4 
Monday: Exodus 5-7 
Tuesday: Exodus 8-10 
Wednesday: Exodus 11-13 
Thursday: Exodus 14-17 
Friday: Exodus 18-20 
Saturday: Psalms 13-15 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 

MYSTERY PERSON!  
Directions: The purpose of this exercise is to discover the identity of a well-known biblical person. To do so, 

you must assign a number value to each letter of the alphabet, assuming that M equals 1. A word and number 

chart for you to fill in has been provided for your convenience. Complete each of the clues and then write your 

answer in the space below. 

VERSE TO REMEMBER 
 

The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” 
 

─Psalm 14:1 (NIV) 
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First Clue: 22-19   26-23-10-19-18  23-2   7-13-6-23-15  15-2-18  17-23-26-23-17-23-15 
  
 
20-3-6    20-3-9-6-8-19-19-2    13-19-15-6-7. 
 
 
 
Second Clue: 8-23-8-9-7   15-2-18    16-15-6-2-15-16-15-7    11-19-6-19    22-23-7  
 
 
20-6-23-19-2-18-7. 
 
 
Third Clue: 22-19   11-6-3-8-19   8-22-19   16-3-3-25   3-20    21-15-26-15-8-23-15-2-7.  

WHO IS THIS PERSON?  


