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Library Books: Louisa was asked by her mother to go to the city library and check out some books. She was given
two slips of paper. On one was a list of TWELVE authors and on the other was a list of SEVEN titles. Help Louisa
check out the books by correctly matching the authors with the titles.

1. The Pilgrim’s Progress by i Choose the correct authors from i g
2. David Copperfield by ' this list: William Thackeray, Henry i u_% B
3. Jane Eyre by i James, Leo Tolstoy, John Updike, ! - :},‘f
4. Silas Marner by i Charlotte Bronte, Stephen King, i SES
5. War and Peace by ! George Eliot, Jane Austen, i § :-E E
6. Far from the Madding Crowd by | Thomas Hardy, John Bunyan, : @ ~
7. Pride and Prejudice by 1 William Shakespeare, Charles i g9 2

i Dickens. : g E E
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Sunday, June 22, 2025

Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 19:1-4, (5-7), 8-15a

Work is doing it. Discipline is doing it every day.
Diligence is doing it well every day. —Dave Ramsey

&Y X

Today’s thought is taken from the parable of the lad with a dull ax. Once upon a time a long
time ago, a young man approached a logging crew in the verdant and forested woodlands
of British Columbia. He was looking for work. The foreman asked George — for that was his
name — if he could fell a tree with an ax. He had never chopped down a tree before, but how
hard could it be? With nary a syllable out of his mouth, he lumbered over to a nearby blue
spruce and felled it like a pro. The foreman hired him on the spot.

On Monday, George outdid everyone else on the crew. But, each day after that, he got slower
and slower until Friday, he could barely cut one tree down. He went through all the motions —
swinging his ax, hitting the tree and repeating it, but it just didn’t work very well.

Finally, George laid down his ax, sat on a tree stump, his lungs heaving with exhaustion,
wondering what was causing his declining productivity and energy.

The foreman came over to see why George was lollygagging. “Ye look like yer been chewed
up, spit out and stepped on, lad. What’s itchin’ at ya?”” The young man described his problem.
“Ah,” said the foreman. “I know what’s wrong alright. Ye been so busy all week a-doing the
things that a logger does fer sure, but ye ne’er 'membered to sharpen ye ax, didja now? Ye ax is
dull, and ye may as well be warming up leftover snow as chopping wood with it.”

And this is how young George learned about the importance of sharpening his ax, as well as
his other tools and skills. The foreman’s words helped him to appreciate important fundamental
principles and values.

And as a God-fearing lad, he also remembered from that day forward to renew his strength in
the Lord. “Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted; but those
who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles,
they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint” (Isaiah 40:30-31). George
thought that verse was written just for him! Now he understood just as the logger needs to
sharpen his ax, we, too, need to sharpen our spiritual lives through prayer, reading Scripture and
faith in God. —Timothy Merril

Prayer: Almighty God, help me to always to do my best and be my best for your glory. Amen.
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Daily Bible Readings

Yerse to Remember

Jesus said to him, “T am the way, and the truth, and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through me.”

Sunday: John 14-17
Monday: Hosea 11-14
Tuesday: 2 Kings 18-19
Wednesday: Isaiah 1-3
Thursday: Isaiah 4-6
Friday: Isaiah 7-9
Saturday: Psalms 64-66

—John 14:6

SOUNDS THE SAME!

Homonyms are words with the same spelling but different pronunciations and meanings, such as a
“minute” (60 seconds) and “minute” (very small). Each sentence below has two blanks that you are to
fill with homonyms.

1.Thestrong  causedtheflagto _  around the flagpole.

2. The violinist replaced his violinand __ before returning to the stage totakea
3.Thedoctor some gauze around her bleeding
4.Shegota_  inhereyewhenshesawthe ~  inher newdress.

5,A__ brokeoutinthelast _ of the classroom.

6.Youshouldnot someoneinthe without water or food.
7.He for days because he could not afford the scooter, a brightred
8. Our Japanese host asked us not, forhis _~ ,todrinkallthe

because he needed some for other guests.
9.The ___  violin player loved to fish, especially for

10.Inaherdofelk, ~ donot have antlers, while the dominantbuck

| . - -
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Sunday, June 29, 2025

Scripture Reading: 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14

Be someone’s sunshine on a cloudy day. —Anon.

&Y 9
I received an email from a former parishioner who told me that Hilda had passed away.
This was unwelcome news, because this godly woman, like the biblical Dorcas with her

sewing, had helped and encouraged so many people. She would be missed, I thought.

But, whereas Dorcas used a needle and a thread, Hilda used a hoe and a hose. Gardening was
her life — tending to flowers, herbs and vegetables as her way of connecting with nature and
creating beauty. She blessed her neighbors with beautiful bouquets, not to speak of tomatoes,
zucchini and squash.

As she grew older, however, and her mobility decreased, Hilda was unable to work in her
beloved garden with her usual zeal — and then not at all. She thought it was over.

But the friends she had blessed had different ideas. They noticed how much she missed
gardening. So, with help from her family and neighbors, they came up with a plan. If Hilda
couldn’t go to the garden, they’d bring the garden to her! And they did!

One Saturday morning, Hilda’s family and friends gathered at her home and brought small
pots, garden soil, flowers and herbs. With Hilda’s guidance, they planted a variety of her
favorite plants in a portable garden stand right on her porch, which she could easily access from
her chair. They built boxes that allowed her to see blooming flowers from her window. When
everything was in place, she could hardly believe it. She had a beautiful, fragrant garden once
more within arm’s reach.

With her family and neighbors stopping by to help her water and tend to it, Hilda found joy
and a sense of purpose again. Even on days when she couldn’t go out, she had her view of the
flowers to remind her of how much love her family and friends had for her and how deeply
connected she still was to the world outside.

Barbara De Angelis, TV personality and psychologist, has said that “Love and kindness are
never wasted. They always make a difference. They bless the one who receives them, and they
bless you, the giver!”

So true! Hilda’s family and friends not only blessed Hilda, but in so doing brought blessing
upon themselves. It is a recipe for joy! —Timothy Merrill

Prayer: Almighty God, may I live worthy of my heavenly citizenship. Amen.

HomeTouch® | Visit us at: HomeTouchMinistry.com | © 2024 CRI, PO Box 9290, Canton, OH 44711



o

\OUCH" Activity Page
Week of June 29, 2025

&Y 92

Daily Bible Readings
sunday: lohn 18-21 Verse to Remember
Monday: Isaiah 10-12
Tuesday: Isaiah 13-15
Wednesday: Isaiah 16-18
Thursday: Isaiah 19-21
Friday: Isaiah 22-24
Saturday: Psalms 67-69 —John 20:31, NIV

MIND-MAP

(Directions below)

These are written that you may believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that
by believing you may have life in his name.

An animal

A food

A person’s
name

A fictional
character

i DIRECTIONS: Write eight words that start with F, which today stands for FREEDOM, in eight (8) categories: an
. animal, a country, a person’s name, a fictional character, a plant, a state, a verb and a food. Write your answer(s)
' in the circles.
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